
Teeth bleach directive – 

no effect on dental hygienist work 

 

End of last year we received the first information about EU Teeth bleach directive. That led to 

confusion and uncertainty on our colleagues all over Finland. Can it really be the case that only a 

dentist can use peroxide up to 6% for teeth wightenings? Private self-employid dental hygeinists 

were very concerned, because if that were the case, it would affect their work. Some dental 

hygienist did immediately call to National Supervisory Authority for welfare and health, Ministry of 

Social Affairs and Health and Employment and Egonomic development office. Our union member 

Pirjo Sirkiä and I met 29.2.2012 Employment and Egonomic development office Inspector Leila 

Vilhunen and Comsumer Legislation and the Technical group manager Tomi Louneman. 

Those representatives clarified the Didective (2011/84/EU), which former news were 

misunderstund! The change is about cosmetics directive (76/768/EEC) what applies only to 

cosmetic. The directive does not interfere CE-marked products because they do not fall within the 

cosmetics legislation.  In the consumer market there can be only 0,1%  hydrogen peroxide and 0,1- 

6 % may be used in dental cliniks. The directive comes into effect 31.10.2012. 

So the new directive does not influence the work of Dental hygienists or dentits at all because we 

have always been using CE- marked products. We inform our members and partners to correct 

misunderstandings as soos as we got pre-releace in collaboration  with inspector Leila Vilhunen.I 

hope that given information has reached all conserned and atleast reaches now everyone in this 

magazine. 

 

Akava special branches cooperate with another welfare union 

It is pleacure to congratulate the Finnish assosiation of Comminty health Nurce to become a 

member of Akava special branches! Our organizations combine hight education and promotion to 

increase well-being. Also we do lot’s of cooperation such as in prenatal care. Unions new 

cooperation starts now on meeting which I’ll tell you more about in next magazine. Together we 

can take things forward! 

In the end I like to mention about  an other current issue, our union is doing the job evaluation for 

our pay basis. It is done in cooperation  with the Akava special branches. In addition, we are 

preparing proffesional brochures in cooperation with the Metropolia University of applied sciences 

and Akava to increase the visiblity of out profession! 

I wish you all a very good summer. 

Satu Mäkinen, Chairman 

 

Translation: Virve Jääskeläinen 

 


